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YEARS OF EXPERIENCE FOR THE ULTIMATE OFF ROAD H ELMET 

The brand new MX-V evolved from the much loved VX-3 model. Years of experience can be found 
in this ultimate off roa<J helmet. The perfect choice For MX, enduro and off road use. Just as found 
in every Arai helmet, the basic and simple organic shell shape is based on the R75 Shape concept. 
The absence of exaggerated edges or protrusions on the shell is not a lack of creativity, but a 
commitment to maintaining the integrity of the shell with real world impact performance. 
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Drifting for a million... 

The fourth edition of the Monster Energy Cup was the 
scene of factory Honda star Trey Canard’s first appear¬ 
ance at the Las Vegas showpiece and the 24 year old 
was within ten minutes of the million dollar prize after 
winning two of the three motos...but then tumbled in the 
third, ‘bummed I didn’t seal the deal but so happy with 
the riding’ @TreyCanard tweeted afterwards. 

Photo by Simon Cudby 










In the limelight... 

Esteve Rabat could not repeat his 2013 Moto2 Grand 
Prix victory at Sepang last weekend [he was third] 
but walked off with a much bigger prize as the fifth 
World Champion in the class and the fourth Catalan 
to do so after Toni Elias, Marc Marquez and Pol Espar- 
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Red & White to Blue... 

Romain Febvre barrels past the pits at Trindade 
to win his first Grand Prix in the FIM Motocross 
World Championship in just his third season in 
MX2. Just over a week ago he was confirmed as a 
factory Yamaha rider for his first tilt at the MXGP 
class in 2014. It will be exciting to see what the 
Frenchman can do on the 450... 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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MotoGP 


By Adam Wheeler 


MARC MARQUEZ FINALLY REACHES THE GOLDEN 12 IN THE CAULDRON OF HEAT, SWEAT AND HAZE OF 


SEPANG WHERE THE FIGHT FOR SECOND PLACE BETWEEN THE FACTORY YAMAHAS INTENSIFIED 


Photos by Honda Pro Images/Northcott, Ducati Corse Press, 
www.yamahamotogp.com,tech3.fr, Milagro, Gold and Goose 









“I 


t has been a long time since we have 
seen somebody like Marquez do what 
he does on a motorcycle and not fall 
off the thing,” so said five times premier class 
world champion Mick Doohan to www.motogp. 
com during the month of June just after Marc 
Marquez had triumphed at Mugello for what 
was his sixth win of ten on the trot. Even then 
the Australian could well have imagined that 
the Catalan would go on to manage to equal 
and eclipse his record of twelve in a season. 


After three crashes in the last four rounds - 
and Doohan’s record emerging unscathed at 
Phillip Island after Marquez was the first to 
feel the initial chill that blew in from the Bass 
Straight - a busy Sepang was a hard test for 
the double champion. Letting Jorge Lorenzo 
and then Valentino Rossi dictate the pace he 
made a push with ten laps of the twenty to go 
and then again to unshackle the Italian with 
five circulations remaining. “This was one of 
the toughest races of the year for me physi¬ 
cally... we knew to expect this kind of weather 
in Malaysia but it was especially hot today and 
we all found it hard to finish the race,” said 93 
after enduring near forty degree temperatures. 
“Halfway into the race the pace slowed down 
because I think everybody needed to take a 
breath!” 


Lorenzo was also suffering and blamed a lack 
of fitness caused by the heavy (and now tra¬ 
ditional) three week flyaway stretch. Rossi 
meanwhile was animated after his 82nd vic¬ 
tory in the premier class (108 for his career, 
making 2014 his most decorated since scoring 
two wins in 2010) in his 250th appearance 
the previous weekend in Australia and at the 
age of thirty-five can still ride and race with 
the vigour of a rookie. Once again the Yamaha 
man was the only athlete who could invade 
Marquez’s shadow and was the most respon¬ 
sible for making the latter’s record success so 
hardly fought. 

Rossi and Marquez both went for medium 
Bridgestones whereas Lorenzo opted for a 
harder front. After clocking lap-times in the 
high 2.01s Lorenzo dropped to a high 2.03 for 


most of the race, further supporting the claim 
that his inability to go with his rivals for the 
chequered flag was down to a rider factor (as 
well as an errant tank grip pad) rather than a 
tyre issue... that so dented his capabilities in 
Australia. Rossi’s penultimate lap was a sec¬ 
ond slower compared to his normal, consistent 
pace and this accounted for the shrinking gap 
between the team-mates as the Grand Prix 
entered the very last phases. There was just a 
second between both of the Mis at the line and 
a gain of 4 points by Rossi in the champion¬ 
ship who now needs to finish in front or within 
reasonable reach of Lorenzo at Valencia; the 
27 year old Mallorcan took victory in Cheste 
last November. Rossi was again a jovial figure 
in pare ferme after his role as protagonist but 
more crucially demonstrating the ability - to¬ 
gether with his team - to reverse a malaise of 
speed and set-up in the two previous days of 
the meeting to become competitive when it 
counted. 

Marquez - as per usual now - was a sight. Fre¬ 
quently sliding both wheels across the bumps 
and ripples of the Sepang tarmac that was 
greasy and far from easy. Dani Pedrosa will 
testify to this as two front-end crashes resulted 
in a calamitous outing for the recently turned 
29 year old who boasts almost ten years now 
as part of the factory Honda outfit. Doohan 
again shed more insight in that same www. 
motogp.com interview: “It is just believing that 
you can get away with it,” he said alluding to 
Marquez’s style and streak of results. “Why do 
some people crash at a similar speed, whilst 
others stay on? It is confidence and belief that 
they are not going to crash and they are going 
to get through it.” 

Pedrosa was one of eight not to see the fin¬ 
ish line and although his wretched run of form 
and luck stretched to four races in a row it did 
not stop Honda being able to toast their 63rd 
Constructors Championship. Cal Crutchlow 
almost bookended his largely glum Ducati stint 
in 2014 with electrical problems; the same af¬ 
fliction that affected his debut in ‘red’ at Losail 
in March terminated his Malaysian experience 
on the fifth lap. 
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MotoGP MAI. 


A good performance but no repeat podium 
for Bradley Smith. According to MotoGP Stat 
Wizard Martin Raines the Yamaha man’s 
trophy at Phillip Island represented the first 
time since 1989 that Britain have had two 
riders on the box in the premier class 


Miller deals with Alex Rins...he was far 
more decisive with Alex Marquez. So much 
so that an appeal from the Honda camp 
was launched post-race and later rejected 














Aleix Espargaro was punted into retirement in 
Australia and clearly felt some afterburn from 
the incident at Sepang as it was his turn to 
play the part of sinner and he tagged country¬ 
man Alvaro Bautista before the NGM Yamaha’s 
tyres could even up to temperature. It was a 
downbeat way to mark a second CRT/Open 
title in a row for Espargaro. 

Behind Stefan Bradl, Bradley Smith pushed 
the Monster Energy Tech3 Yamaha to almost 
snare a top four finish; the Brit, buoyed by his 
milestone podium result at Phillip Island that 
left him on the brink of tears and speechless 
for one of BT Sport’s most emotional televised 
moments in 2014, attempted to out-brake the 
German at the final hairpin but couldn’t move 
through. Smith has blossomed as a MotoGP 
rider in the second half of the campaign and 
apart from the British Grand Prix has not 
dropped out of the top nine. Rookie of the Year 
Pol Espargaro was sixth after a spectacular 
get-off in practice and Yonny Hernadez de¬ 
serves a mention for seventh place and his 
personal best (and for Columbia) in MotoGP. 

Sepang still brings back memories of that dark 
day for the sport in 2011 but on this occasion 
it was a place of celebration for Esteve Rabat 
(Catalunya’s second champion of the season 
and fifth from a possible six in the past two 
years...it will be another full set if the ‘other’ 
Marquez seals Moto3 in Valencia) in Moto2. 
Even if soon-to-be Suzuki’s Maverick Vinales 
was the race winner for the fourth time in 
2014 and third time in the last four GPs, Rabat 
sweated laps, patience and pressure behind 
team-mate Mika Kallio to deliver the Marc VDS 
team’s long-deserved title. Rabat has missed 
the podium only four times in seventeen 
rounds and the 25 year old (who stays with the 
dominant and expanding set-up for 2015) was 
the standout class act this season. 

It is Moto3 that will hold most people’s atten¬ 
tion in the curtain closer at Valencia in two 
weeks for the second year in a row. Alex Mar¬ 
quez and Jack Miller will be wearing the weight 
of the world as just 11 points split the duo 
respectively after seventeen Grands Prix and 


eight months of work. Miller’s second place 
behind Efren Vazquez at Sepang threw the 
charismatic Australian a lifeline as Marquez 
rolled to sixth, somewhat battered and bruised 
- mentally if not physically - by Miller’s tough 
riding and expert job in intimidation. The KTM 
man was 20 points in arrears before Malaysia 
so definitely emerged as the ‘winner’ from this 
latest episode of Moto3 to test the resilience of 
fairing brackets and riders’ spatial awareness. 









ISNACKi 


Rossi stretched Yamaha’s MotoGP 
win streak to four events in Australia 
- their best since 2009 - but Honda 
resumed control at Sepang 
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Marquez has 12 wins in a season 
but also a record 13 Pole Posi¬ 
tions; a feat accomplished since 
records were first kept in 1971 















Lorenzo’s 123rd career podium casts 
him as the fourth most successful rider 
ever in the sport. Only Rossi (195), Ago 
stini (159) and Pedrosa (134) lie ahead 
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CLASSIFICATION & 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Marc Marquez, SPA 

Honda 

2 

Valentino Rossi, ITA 

Yamaha 

3 

Jorge Lorenzo, SPA 

Yamaha 

4 

Stefan Bradl, GER 

Honda 

5 

Bradley Smith, GBR 

Yamaha 


MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP AFTER 

17 of 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Marc Marquez (c) 

337 

2 

Valentino Rossi 

275 

3 

Jorge Lorenzo 

263 

4 

Dani Pedrosa 

230 

5 

Andrea Dovizioso 

174 



Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Maverick Vinales, SPA 

Kalex 

2 

Mika Kallio, FIN 

Kalex 

3 

Esteve Rabat, SPA 

Kalex 

4 

Johann Zarco, FRA 

Cat. Suter 

5 

Dominique Aegerter, SUI 

Suter 


Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP AFTER 

17 of 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Esteve Rabat (c) 

326 

2 

Mika Kallio 

289 

3 

Maverick Vinales 

274 

4 

Thomas Luthi 

169 

5 

Dominique Aegerter 

162 


Moto3 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Efren Vazquez, SPA 

Honda 

2 

Jack Miller, AUS 

KTM 

3 

Alex Rins, SPA 

Honda 

4 

Danny Kent, GBR 

Husqvarna 

5 

Alex Marquez, SPA 

Honda 


Moto3 CHAMPIONSHIP AFTER 

17 of 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Alex Marquez 

262 

2 

Jack Miller 

251 

3 

Alex Rins 

226 

4 

Efren Vazquez 

212 

5 

Romano Fenati 

174 


























































READY TO RACE 

»Always ride carefully and observe the applicable road traffic regulations! ^ WWW. KtlTLCOm 

»Always wear appropriate protective clothing and never ride without a helmet! 

»AII illustrated riding scenes were performed without exception by professionals on closed roads! 



Bring racetrack style to the streets. With its clean lines, the new KTM RC 390 
shows clearly how much performance it has to offer. Its muscular and agile 
attitude is designed for attack. Fully faired, it exploits every aerodynamic advantage. 
The KTM RC 390 is high-tech packed into a hot design with perfect workmanship. 


1 Water-cooled 373.2 cc DOHC engine 
| 44 hp (32 kW) of power/35 Nm max. torque 
» Extremely sporty power-to-weight ratio 
H Aerodynamically optimum fairing 


INCLUDING 

STANDARD 


»MAKE NO ATTEMPT TO EMULATE THE RIDING SCENES SHOWN! 


Racing geometry 
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TITO’S DAY... 

By Matthew Roberts 


T he fine line between MotoGP hero status 
and the black hole of Grand Prix anonym¬ 
ity has rarely been so delicately negotiated in 
recent years than by Esteve ‘Tito’ Rabat, the new 
Moto2 World Champion. At 25 years of age Tito 
is a late developer, especially when you consider 
that his Grand Prix debut came nine years ago 
and that he’s been a full-time rider since 2007, 
when he was given a golden opportunity with 
Repsol Honda’s 125cc team alongside Bradley 
Smith. 

Rabat was outshone by Smith that season and 
was put even more into the shade the following 
year by his new rookie team-mate on the KTM - 
a certain Marc Marquez, five years his junior and 
fourteen points ahead of him at the end of that 
championship. Tito had a bigger problem than 
faster rivals though, as his height soared and 
he struggled to keep his weight down to a com¬ 
petitive level for a 125cc two-stroke. At 178cm 
(5ftl0in) he could have been forgiven for giving 
up on the smaller bikes but the road to MotoGP 
via Superbikes is a long one and he stayed to 
fight, despite an accident at the Grand Prix of 
Catalunya that left him briefly in an induced 
coma. 


A moment that stands out in my mind was last 
year at Sepang, when I had actually headed 
back to the hotel early myself, feeling ill. As I 
came into the lobby I bumped into Tito, who 
asked if he could borrow my hire car to pop out 
to the shops and buy his ‘dinner’. I threw him 
the keys and he came back half an hour later 
with a bag full of isotonic drinks and not a mor¬ 
sel of solid food. He was virtually starving him¬ 
self to keep his weight down to just 61kg (134f§§l 
pounds), and he would often look gaunt, unwell 
and barely strong enough to muscle a Moto2 
bike. 

Alongside this relentless hard work and per¬ 
severance there has, crucially, been a massive 
improvement in his riding ability. When he is 
not pounding out the laps on a Moto2 bike at 
Almeria, Rabat is riding dirt-track with Marc 
and Alex Marquez. The discipline that reshaped 
the history of road racing when Kenny Roberts 
blazed a trail from Lodi to Le Mans and beyond 
in the late 1970s is en vogue again and it’s no 
coincidence that Rabat and the Marquez broth¬ 
ers have two of the world titles already wrapped 
up with one more to decide, most likely in their 
favour, at the final round in Valencia next week. 


With a successful jeweller for a father, Rabat has Like any sport, practice does indeed make per- 

no need to forge a career in such a dangerous feet in motorcycle racing and though he may be 

sport if weren’t for his love for it. His knockers from valuable stock, Tito Rabat’s story is proof 

will no doubt point at a privileged rider who was that, with enough polishing, even the roughest 

able to finance his journey through the smaller diamond can eventually shine, 
classes when others would have no choice but 
to give up, but that would not tell the whole 
story. 



f agings 

^marillas 


A truly deserved Moto2 World Champion¬ 
ship and just-reward for the Marc VDS’ 
dedication to the class and rider develop¬ 
ment in the last half a decade... 
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MotoGP MAL 




HEADING SOUTH... 


By David Emmett 

A crowd of nearly 82,000 gathered to watch 
MotoGP in Malaysia. Larger than the attend¬ 
ances at any Italian or American round, more 
than attended the British round at Silverstone, 
and a number made even more impressive by 
the conditions the public have to endure. Most of 
them are sat in sweltering heat and oppressive 
humidity with the risk of being caught in the rain. 
And by rain, I mean the torrential tropical down¬ 
pours which arise from nowhere - usually round 
4pm local time, exactly the time of the race - and 
dump many inches of water in half an hour or 
less. 

It’s taken ten years or more for MotoGP to reach 
this level of popularity, however. At the start of the 
millennium, only 20,000 would turn up on race 
day. Year by year, those numbers have increased 
to a proper, respectable quantity. More signifi¬ 
cantly, the growth has come from inside Malaysia 
and its neighboring countries itself. Once, a large 
part of the crowd were either ex-pat bike fans, 
or people taking advantage of cheap flights and 
accommodation to visit a race. For some Austral¬ 
ian fans, going to Sepang is actually cheaper than 
traveling to Phillip Island. Now, though, the vast 
majority are Malaysians, or Indonesians heading 
north to see MotoGP. 

Ignoring the geographical slant then from where 
have all these new race fans sprung? If you plot 
a graph of Sepang crowd numbers versus the 
growth of Malaysian GDP, there is an astonishing 
correlation. Attendance at Sepang has increased 
fourfold, from 20,000 to over 80,000; the GDP 
of Malaysia has seen almost the same increase, 
from US$93 billion to US$316 billion. That in¬ 


crease in wealth has seen the rise of a new mid¬ 
dle class, with extra money to spend on luxuries 
such as TVs, phones, computers, internet access, 
and attending sports events. 

It has also seen a dramatic climb in the number 
of motorcycles sold. In Malaysia, over 550,000 
new motorcycles were sold in 2013; that is more 
than in the entire U.S. Those numbers are even 
bigger for the other countries in the region: Hon¬ 
da sold 1.9 million bikes in Thailand, 7.7 million in 
Indonesia, and over 14 million in India. Granted, 
those are mostly small capacity scooters, the 
utility vehicle of choice across the Asian conti¬ 
nent, but they are also selling a growing number 
of large capacity motorcycles, especially brands 
with a luxury cachet, such as Ducati and Triumph. 
Both of those manufacturers now have factories 
in Thailand, not just because of the reduced pro¬ 
duction costs, but also to serve a rapidly growing 
local market. 

Here, Dorna and the motorcycle manufacturers 
composing the MSMA find common cause. The 
future of the sport lies in Asia, and Sepang has 
been the foot in the door to make it possible. 
Honda, Yamaha, even Ducati want more exposure 
in the region to help boost their market share. 
Dorna are hoping that the popularity of the sport 
combined with growing TV ownership and inter¬ 
net coverage can be leveraged into increased in¬ 
come from TV broadcast rights, sponsorship, and 
race sanctioning fees from race tracks. So while 
the 2015 MotoGP calendar looks almost identical 
to that of 2014, beyond that, there could be big 
changes ahead. 



Now that they have control of World Superbikes 
they can use the series as a way to test the wa¬ 
ters. WSBK will head to Thailand in 2015, to the 
Chang International Circuit near Buriram. The 
venue is now FIA Grade 1 certified, and eligible to 
host an FI race, meaning that FIM homologation 
should not be far behind. If the WSBK round in 
Thailand is a success, then MotoGP should follow 
in 2016. The main challenge is that Buriram is 
400 km away from Bangkok, and a town of under 
30,000. Just finding accommodation for the GP 
circus will be bad enough, never mind housing 
the tens of thousands of race fans which Dorna 
hopes will come. 

Cracking Thailand would be a big step forward, 
but the real jewel in the crown is Indonesia. The 
world's fourth most populous country has seen 
its economy explode in the last 15 years, grow¬ 
ing by nearly 900%. A booming middle class has 
more and more money to spend, and as anyone 
in MotoGP with a social media account can tell 
you, they are absolutely crazy about MotoGP. 
While only 1% of my website traffic comes from 
Indonesia, over 12% of my Twitter followers are 
from there. MotoGP is a really, really big deal in 
Indonesia, and growing all the time. 

The biggest problem for MotoGP in Indonesia is 
that the country doesn’t have a track capable of 
hosting the series. Sentul has been neglected for 
so long it would need serious investment to get 
it up to scratch, and though there is a constant 
stream of rumors surrounding new projects and 
new tracks, nothing concrete ever emerges. I 
was told two years ago by Carmelo Ezpeleta that 
Dorna were in advanced talks with a new circuit 


to be build in Indonesia, but that project never 
materialized. 

And that illustrates the biggest challenge facing 
any expansion in Asia and the surrounding re¬ 
gion. The real problem is not money, or even the 
logistics of travel and accommodation, the main 
obstacle is politics. Creating the right political 
environment to organize a MotoGP race in takes a 
lot of hard work, and requires an existing climate 
of political and economic stability. Dorna does 
not want to visit somewhere just to race for a 
single year, and is trying to sign deals with cir¬ 
cuits for three to five years. But as World Super¬ 
bikes found in both Russia and India that can be 
difficult. In Russia, the Moscow Raceway circuit 
relied on the goodwill and continuing interest of 
a local governor. In India, tax and customs laws 
meant that it was impossible to get equipment in 
and out of the country in time for the next race, 
and without paying exorbitant customs fees and 
deposits. That was a problem even for FI, causing 
the world’s biggest motorsport series to withdraw 
from an exceptionally lucrative market. When the 
law defeats even Bernie Ecclestone, then it is a 
tough nut to crack indeed. 

That won't stop Dorna trying. The focus is clearly 
on emerging markets, as racing's current base 
stagnates. In the future, more races will be held 
in Southeast Asia and South America, with races 
dropped from the European calendar. There are 
many people in the paddock who will not be hap¬ 
py, those new frontiers present significant cultural 
challenges. But those markets also present new 
opportunities, and the one thing which motorcy¬ 
cle racing of all forms is most desperately in need 
of: money. 































THE DUNLOP/TT/2015 S1000RR 





222BHP? ROLAND IS NOT DAUNTED BY MICHAEL DUNLOP'S TT-WINNING SIOOORR EVEN 
IF THE EXPANSES OF JEREZ PROVIDES A MUCH KINDER ENVIRONMENT FOR THE BMW'S 
PERFORMANCE. HERE HE TELLS US WHAT THE IRISHMAN'S DECORATED STEED IS LIKE TO RIDE.. 

By Roland Brown 
Photos by Graeme Brown & Matteo Cavadini 


TEST 


R iding back down the Jerez pit-lane after a 
few laps on Michael Dunlop’s TT-winning 
BMW S1000RR, I’m in no doubt that I’ve just 
been riding one very rapid motorbike. It was 
hellishly powerful, had heaps of grip, stopped 
hard and was stable. 

But although I’ve almost certainly lapped the 
Spanish circuit quicker than ever before, I’ve 
still got no idea how the Ulsterman rode it 
round the Isle of Man’s Mountain circuit at an 
average of over 131mph, as he took it to two of 
his four victories at this year’s TT. 

In reality my few laps were never going to ap¬ 
proach the sensation of racing between the 
walls and hedges on a fearsomely fast race- 
bike, albeit one that is rather less exotic than 
it seems. Dunlop’s all-conquering machine 
is not a works Superbike but was assembled 
in Leicestershire around a humble S1000RR 
roadster...although one with a factory-tuned 
motor bolted in. 

The bike was built by Stuart Hicken - and 
his son Steve’s - Hawk Racing set up, whose 
eventful season came to a disappointing end 
with the Brands Hatch crash that cost Ryuichi 
Kiyonari, their regular BSB rider, his chance of 
taking the title in the final round. 

The TT machine’s most exotic component 
was its 999cc engine, which came direct from 
the Munich factory. It’s built to World Super¬ 
bike specification and produced 222bhp, an 
increase of almost 30bhp on the production 
bike’s figure. 


By contrast the bike’s frame was taken straight 
from a roadgoing S1000RR. And although the 
Ohlins suspension, Brembo brakes and Dymag 
wheels were racing components, they’re freely, 
if expensively, available. Hawk initially fitted 
the Bitubo suspension and Metzeler tyres they 
use in BSB, before being persuaded by Mi¬ 
chael, shortly before the TT’s opening Super¬ 
bike race, to run the Ohlins units and Dunlop 
rubber that he was used to. 



A vital part of the team’s success at the 
uniquely demanding TT was keeping the bike 
reliable, helped by a focus on strength rather 
than ultra-light weight. This bike uses steel 
bolts instead of titanium ones like the BSB ma¬ 
chine, plus copious lockwire and thread-lock. It 
has a standard steel rear subframe instead of 
an aluminium one like Kiyonari’s bike, which is 
15kg lighter than the 180kg TT machine. 





THE DUNLOP/TT/2015 S1000RR 
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THE DUNLOP/TT/2015 S1000RR 



Despite that the blue-and-white BMW felt su¬ 
perbly light and racy as I headed out onto the 
Jerez track. The way the bike rocketed out of 
the tight final turn, sheer power lifting its front 
wheel slightly down the start-finish straight 
despite my efforts to pull my weight forward 
and keep it down, was as impressive as it was 
thrilling. 

As the BMW stormed towards its top speed of 
almost 200mph I was glad that, like most TT 
racers, Dunlop prefers a tall screen, to help es¬ 
cape the wind on the Mountain Circuit’s high¬ 
speed stretches. Thankfully the bike slowed for 
the following hairpin with breathtaking ferocity. 
My handful of laps were fun, physical and fast, 
at least by my standards, if not much like lap¬ 
ping the TT circuit at 130mph plus. Back in the 
pits, Michael was not about to tell me how he 
did it, or reveal his plans for next season. 

“I haven’t signed anything yet and am look¬ 
ing forward to doing some work at home over 
the winter,” he said. “I’ll take my time deciding 
what to do next year.” 

Whether or not he’s back on an S1000RR [and 
it is looking like he won’t be as this magazine 
heads online ], his partnership with this bike 
has put BMW firmly on the roads racing map. 
Returning to the Island with a further improved 
S1000RR and a familiar team must be tempt¬ 
ing. But having now won four races in each of 
the last two seasons, Dunlop will surely start 
his next TT as hot favourite, whatever he’s rid¬ 
ing. 
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If Michael Dunlop (or the TAS team) do sign 
up with BMW again then the racebike will be 
based on an even more powerful and sophis¬ 
ticated S1000RR. For 2015 the fearsome four 
gets its biggest revamp since it arrived out of 
nowhere to redefine super-sports performance 
five years ago. 

Visually the RR is little changed apart from its 
headlights being reversed, putting the larger 
dip beam on the right. But the engine is tuned 
with a new cylinder head and intake camshaft, 
bigger airbox, shorter intake trumpets and 
new exhaust, boosting peak power by 6bhp to 
199bhp. 

The chassis is also extensively modified, in¬ 
corporating a lighter frame with steeper steer¬ 
ing geometry, revised stiffness and longer 
wheelbase. Wet weight is down by 4kg to 
204kg, suspension rates are tweaked, and the 
RR gains the option of an updated version of 
BMW’s Dynamic Damping Control semi-active 
suspension, as debuted on the exotic HP4 
model. 


The result is a stunningly fast and light ma¬ 
chine, though in many ways the SlOOORR’s 
most impressive aspect is how controllable 
and safe it is. On the track launch near Seville 
it scorched towards its 180mph top speed at a 
stunning rate, its revised and easily adjustable 
traction control system assisting seamlessly, 
and its fierce front brake backed up by excel¬ 
lent ABS. 

Along with three standard and an optional two 
more riding modes, the S1000RR also gets a 
gearbox quick-shifter that allows clutchless 
changes both up and down the six-speed box, 
plus other options ranging from a pit-lane 
speed limiter to heated grips and cruise con¬ 
trol. It’s a remarkably refined - as well as quick 
bike - that will take some beating in what’s 
shaping up to be a big year for new sports 
models. 
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TAKING PART IN AN INTENSE CHAMPIONSHIP BATTLE FOR THE 
LUCAS OIL AMA PRO NATIONAL MOTOCROSS 450MX TITLE WAS 
JUST PART OF 'ANOTHER SEASON' FOR RED BULL KTM'S RYAN 
DUNGEY AND EVEN THOUGH THE 2012 WINNER NARROWLY LOST 
TO OUT-GOING TEAM-MATE KEN ROCZEN 2014 REPRESENTED 
ONE MORE TERM OF RELIABLE PERFORMANCE AND SHARP 
POTENTIAL FROM THE 24 YEAR OLD FROM MINNESOTA... 



By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer/Simon Cudby 














R yan Dungey has always been pretty easy 
to talk to. He is respectful, gracious and 
considerate with his words but also has this 
vein of straight-talking honesty. He doesn’t 
necessarily ‘sugar-coat’ things...his views 
come more from a positive outlook on life and 
his profession; a field in which he has already 
racked-up eight years as a Pro and won titles 
with two brands - indoors and out - in that 
time. Rightfully his name is up there as one of 
the biggest stars of the sport on a global level 
and his continued allegiance to Team USA and 
the Motocross of Nations shows that fondness 
for what he does. Dungey’s easy-going char¬ 
acter and personable manner means that he 
might be stuck between the groups that like to 
boo James Stewart or Justin Barcia and those 
that fawn over Chad Reed or Davi Millsaps but 
this had not has an effect on his status or pro¬ 
file or, more importantly, his results. 

He makes time for OTOR at Kegums in Latvia 
where a long 2014 is starting to wind-down. 
Only the Monster Energy Cup and the mat¬ 
ter of his wedding to Lindsay lie ahead before 
November and December rush towards the 
start of another seventeen round Supercross 
campaign. We wanted to chat about the season 
just gone and what he had to face... 

How did you deal with the ‘Roczen Effect’? 
We’ve seen it in Grand Prix. In other words 
a guy coming in so young and so fast that it 
seems to upset the status quo or the estab¬ 
lished order. It was your first time facing him 
for a motocross title... 

This was my third year with the team and Ken 
has also been here in that time. Obviously 
Ken’s a good rider and there is no discredit¬ 
ing that. In fact you have to give him credit 
because he was solid on the 250 and has won 
championships over in Europe and also the 
States, so I knew he was going to be good. 

He doesn’t have that ‘wild’ riding style and 


I feel like mine wasn’t either when I was on 
the 250. When we both started racing 450s 
the progression was the same: there is more 
power, you can ride even more relaxed and just 
let it flow. I saw where he was strong...and I 
knew he would be tough to beat right from the 
beginning of the season. We started off well 
but he ended up gaining a little bit too much 
ground on us. When I got things rolling then I 
was closing the gap but we came to that little 
mudder [Indiana, the penultimate round] and 
he won it fair and square. I did everything I 
could...at the same time there is good respect 
there [between them] and we raced each other 
hard and clean. I learned where I could be bet¬ 
ter because he pushed me hard. 



Archer 



Cudby 


RYAN DUNGEY 

















RYAN DUNG IE Y 


Earlier in the season, back in supercross, 
people were questioning whether you were 
changing your approach this year and getting 
more aggressive. Were you bemused by that? 

Yeah...l was just out there doing my thing. 
Everybody is always going to have an opinion 
on how you ride and what you need to do. I 
am always trying to improve - for sure - but 
I wasn’t listening to the fans or the people 
around. From a racing standpoint can I be bet¬ 
ter by coming out of the gate stronger and with 
more intensity? Yeah, but telling me I need to 
go into a corner and clean a guy out doesn’t 
work for me. If it was a last resort then...yeah! 
But I can make passes happen...and I believe I 
have improved in that area. 

Two years ago we talked just after your mile¬ 
stone Phoenix victory for KTM and you were 
very thankful for the position you were in and 
the job you were allowed to do. There was jux¬ 
taposition to Ryan Villopoto who at the same 
time seemed to feel overwhelmed by the end¬ 
less racing and pressure bubble. Do you still 
have the same outlook? 

You have to keep things in perspective, for 
sure. You see other guys racing out there and 
they look miserable. During the week they 
are complaining about it. Whether it is really 
that bad for them I don’t know. I know what 
it is like to race, train during the week and 


keep committed and it gets tough sometimes. 
You’ve got to keep pushing through and it pays 
off. When you put the results and the constant 
need to improve to one side then it is pretty 
amazing that you get to do something like this 
for a job. I know I will get to look back one 
day and think 1 did win supercross, I did win 
motocross and I came over to win a Motocross 
of Nations’ and that’s pretty awesome. I know 
the sport is tough and is very selfish; I don’t 
think we necessarily want to [be like that] but 
all sportsmen are like that in a way. We go for 
titles and we have a good solid team behind 
us...but your family and friends cater to you. 

It is not in a bad way but year-on-year they 
are there for you and to help you get better. A 
guy like Villopoto, who seems like he is miser¬ 
able - even from my perspective - he probably 
did not want it to be like that. He just wanted 
to ride and have fun but the sport kinda turns 
it. There are good things you can do as well. 
You are in an amazing position to make some¬ 
body’s day at a racetrack. You have to look at 
it being about more than just racing. The job 
is about results...but then also not blowing 
away the kid that might want to be like you one 
day. Ten words that you might say to a kid or 
a young fan might just be the motivation he 
needs for the next five years of his life. You can 
have such a powerful impact. 



You could have an impact like that on a wider 
and profound scale if you considered following 
Ryan’s path and trying MXGP... 

We race all year long and there is a lot of 
routine; same tracks, same schedule in the 
week, and maybe he is just looking for a dif¬ 
ferent vibe, situation, racers...l think it will be 
tough for him because he’ll be in Europe and 
on the road a lot - that will be the hard part. 
But then there will be fewer races and maybe 
more downtime. I always thought it would 
be cool when I am done racing in the U.S. to 
come over here for a year; he kinda beat me to 
it! Nobody expected he would do it and I give 
him credit because he’s won everything in the 
U.S. so why not come here and give his fans a 
chance to see him every week. 

You’re 24 this year and getting married very 
soon. Is motocross not the be-all-and-end-all 
that it once was? 

It is still important to me. I still want to go 
out there and perform and be the best I can 
every day. Yes, you have a life and a family 
[to consider] but I think the key word is ‘bal¬ 
ance’. Racing takes up a lot of your time but it 
is awesome to have a beautiful fiancee and be 
getting married. You can take the route of mak¬ 
ing your life all about racing but I think you’ll 
hit a big downward spiral pretty fast and be 
miserable. You gotta have a good balance. 

Still into the cycling? 

Definitely! I don’t think I would take it to a Tour 
de France style, but when motocross is done 
then I can still see myself taking long group 
rides and just having fun. 

Anything new on the horizon? 

We’ve got some things coming along for 2015. 
I’ve hired a new trainer and have been con¬ 
centrating on getting all the ducks in a row. No 
big changes but we’ll have new equipment and 
new bikes and will be going through the usual 
to re-group and get ready. 


RYAN DUNGIEY 
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THE PLAYGROUNDS... 


By Adam Wheeler 

opinion piece in the next issue of OTOR 
tackles the ever-present theme of tracks in 
the FIM Motocross World Championship and as 
well as being a continually prominent subject 
in Grand Prix it is also one of the most difficult 
to evaluate. The seventeen-to-eighteen racing 
courses found at the highest level internation¬ 
ally and almost across the breath of the globe 
- from Argentina to Thailand - provoke varied 
responses and involve very personal judgements 
from those that have to find the fastest route 
around them. 

Road racers have their preferred layouts in Mo- 
toGP and World SBK but they know that - aside 
from a few more ripples, an extra film of grease 
or misbehaving tyres - the only real variation 
they will encounter involves the climate. Moto¬ 
cross of course has more layers to the onion. 

Not only is there degradation every lap (and for 
all the positives of having the European Champi¬ 
onship providing support classes at GP, it does 
make a lot of demand on the terrain) but a rider 
can arrive to his favourite circuit and discover 
changes to the soil and jumps, or maybe new 
obstacles or even perhaps the whole trajectory 
being reversed (as was the case with Valken- 
swaard in Holland and Uddevalla in Sweden in 
recent years). There is unlikely to a ‘universally 
loved’ circuit because the responses from the 
athletes who have to circulate it are largely sub¬ 
jective...even though Matterley Basin in the UK 
consistently picks up plaudits. 


Objectively then what can Youthstream and their 
track team aim for? The limitations that they 
have to work with are quite well known; namely 
the age and space restrictions of some historic 
Grand Prix institutions as well as their depend¬ 
ence on the local crews (with any communica¬ 
tion issues or opinion clashes). In some cases 
there are wild variations on the equipment and 
personnel they have at their disposal to get the 
job done: Qatar understandably being one of the 
brighter examples of a meeting with resources. 

A Grand Prix track has to challenge, thrill, keep 
to within the 1750m regulatory distance, be con¬ 
siderate to TV camera options, logistically aware 
of the infrastructure around it, use any natural 
land to its advantage, provide as many racing 
lines as possible for the increased chance of 
entertainment and close competition and, most 
importantly of all, be safe and secure. There are 
then other factors in the build up to the actual 
Grand Prix: what is the weather forecast? How 
far can the ground be ripped? Can the ground 
be ripped? How much experience do the local 
team have? Do they know when and how much 
to water? How many classes will be trashing 
the ground? To be in charge of Grand Prix track 
creation and prep can be a thankless task and it 
isn’t always going to work. 

I’d like to think that Grand Prix riders can be a 
fairly realistic bunch and they know that some 
venues simply cannot be turned over. 




Almost every rider on the podium at the French 
Grand Prix this summer was scathing of the 
ground maintenance at St Jean D’Angely with 
several of the huge downhill drops landing into 
a myriad of ruts. They were right, and to see 
them making those vast descents into a rough 
surface and high odds of a crash was another 
reminder of how unhinged these MXGP guys are 
sometimes. The argument that the rider doesn’t 
have to jump or speed through the section if he 
deems it unsafe is vaguely valid but it is hard to 
accept that when the guy in front is taking the 
risk and pulling away a second a lap. 

Any template for track design comes under 
more scrutiny at the newer venues. The penul¬ 
timate round in Goiania, Brazil was a logistical 
feat for Youthstream with a brand new facility at 
Trindade but the reaction was positive from the 
paddock and even though it was quick a great 
many enjoyed the wide corners and line choice. 
However there is a feeling that what we are see¬ 
ing now is becoming formulaic; the same ingre¬ 
dients of waves, rhythm sections, off-cambered 
‘spoon’ turns. 

But again the difficulty of the job is revealed 
when some riders call for more jumps and 
varieties of leaps...and others claim that tracks 
would benefit more if they were not so busy. It 
is easy to see that the evolution of jumps on 
GP tracks over the past decade are responsible 
for a higher technical level of world champion¬ 


ship riders now and there is little doubting the 
spectacle produced by mammoth obstacles like 
the double at Si Racha in Thailand but I would 
also like to see more straights, kinks and zones 
where the emphasis comes down to braking and 
judgement. It feels like motocross can have an 
obsession with air and being aerial, rather than 
the space between riders on the ground. 



When Colton Facciotti gets ready to race, he sees red. Atlas Red. Atlas revolutionized modern neck brace technology by introducing flexibility. After years of 
continued development and improved technology, it's time to have a little fun by adding brilliant colors like Atlas Red, a great color for whatever brand you ride. 
Yet no matter what the color, our braces still maintain controlled amounts of engineered flexibility, allowing for automatic adaptive response to the way your 
body moves. Visit our website to see why Atlas should be your next brace and choose a color to suit your style. 
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6D HELMETS 





By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer/6D 


IN THE LAST ISSUE WE LOOKED AT BELL HELMET'S NEW FLEX 
CONCEPT FOR THEIR OFF-ROAD HELMETS. THE AMERICANS' 
EFFORTS CAN BE VIEWED PARTLY AS A REACTION TO 6D'S 
INNOVATIVE LINER ODS SYSTEM LAUNCHED ALMOST TWO YEARS 
AGO. AS 6D AIM TO HONE AND EVOLVE THEIR AWARD-WINNING 
PRODUCTS AND EVEN ANTICIPATE A STREET LID LAUNCH IN THE 
COMING TWELVE MONTH WE SAT DOWN WITH FOUNDER AND CEO 
BOB WEBER, A FORMER AMA PRO NATIONAL RACER AND A MAN WITH 
OVER THIRTY YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE MOTORCYCLE INDUSTRY TO 
FIND MORE ABOUT WHERE ODS CAME FROM AND WHERE IT CAN GO... 
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Bob Weber is a big guy with a big ideas and a 
big mission. Half an hour in his company and 
it is easy to feel convinced about the thought 
process and the priorities that ultimately led 
to the creation of 6D Helmets. There is also 
admiration for what it took to get the job done 
and the actual lids on the shelves. We are 
speaking at the Intermot show in Germany 
and there are perhaps more helmet compa¬ 
nies showing off their wares - several I’ve not 
even heard of - in the Cologne halls than any 
other product that doesn’t involve two wheels 
and an engine. It appears to be a daunting 
market where consumers can almost drown in 
choice for price, colour, form and design. Like 
pioneers such as Leatt - a company that will 
soon be a competitor but is a kindred spirit in 
terms of trying to stretch traditional bounda¬ 
ries of motorcycling safety wear - 6D have 
shown that a product can be success thanks 
to a major protective angle and philosophy. 
ODS is nothing like a gimmick, it is the base 
for the whole firm and their ideals. Weber was 
only too keen to explain more... 

Bob, where did ODS and the whole birth of 6D 
come from? It seemed to just ‘appear’... 

I had some awareness of what helmets were 
not doing through an individual that had sus¬ 
tained a rotational brain injury from using 
another helmet. Just going through the pro¬ 
cess of what a helmet actually does and how 
it functions I really came to realise that they 
don’t have a great design for the type of energy 
we sustain when we have an impact. I started 
thinking about the problem and how we could 
make it better and to isolate the head from 
rotational energy. That’s how we came up with 
the concept of separating the two liners and 
trying to allow them to have a suspended state 
with three dimensional displacement. At that 
stage I got hold of my partner Robert Reis- 
inger and asked him to work on it with me and 
ultimately what we came up with was the ODS 
technology and direction suspension. 


Was it difficult to get the whole concept off 
the ground? 

It was, as a matter of fact. There were a lot 
of challenges: how were we going to put two 
spherical shapes together with suspension 
between them? Manufacturing in its own right 
created a problem. To attach the technology in 
the foam EPS we had to develop a way to dis¬ 
place the load away from the damper. It led to 
the design of the ‘cups’. Then it was just about 
working through the prototypes, the tests, go¬ 
ing to the labs and looking at performance. Our 
first results were really good and we could see 
that we had an improvement over a traditional 
helmet. It led to the next phases of design 
and manufacture and asking ‘how do we do 
this without anybody really finding out about 
it?’ That was my biggest concern throughout 
the whole project because Robert and I had 
worked for about two years on the concept and 
developing the first helmet. The whole time I 
was wondering if somebody else was going to 
come out with something similar or a little bit 
different to address the same problem. In the 
end I think our technology caught the market 
off-guard and that was kinda nice. It was a big 
step ahead. 

Was it an issue to get the suppliers and the 
manufacturing sorted for what is essentially a 
very different type of safety helmet? 

Hmmm, not really. The hardest part was de¬ 
veloping the tooling to make the helmet. Our 
product is a little bit more expensive than 
others in the market place right now and it is 
solely for one reason and that’s the creation 
of the tooling and the number of parts that go 
into the helmet. Initially we showed the manu¬ 
facturer the results we were getting after test¬ 
ing our prototypes in a third party laboratory in 
the U.S. they then wanted to test them in their 
own labs, so we built more models and they 
looked at them with their own technicians and 
saw the benefits of the technology. We then 
had a manufacturing agreement, which allowed 
us to get busy and keep things under the radar. 
They gave us a separate area in the factory 
where we could work on our stuff and where 
the other companies that they made products 
for would not see what we were doing. 


Where was that? 

In China. It is a company that also manufac¬ 
tures for some of the other key brands. They 
are the best out there for helmets in Asia in 
my opinion. Shoei and Arai are obviously from 
Japan and have high quality and are excellent 
products but most of the other companies in 
the market place have somebody else build¬ 
ing their helmets and that was the situation we 
were in too. 

The 6D helmets have been well-received and 
acclaimed but how does it feel now to see 
other manufacturers getting experimental 
after you paved the way for some alternative 
technology? 

It makes me feel good. In fact I said it two 
years ago when I introduced our company that 
it would make other manufacturers step up 
and address rotational energy and load thresh¬ 
old energy in a different manner than we have 
done for the last fifty years. In that regard I’m 
quite proud but I knew it would come. We have 
a lot of confidence in our product and its capa¬ 
bility compared to the single surface, one di¬ 
mensional liner. I don’t know about Bell’s Flex 
programme and I need to take a look at that 
but we knew that they and the other brands 
would be coming up with their own solutions 
for low threshold energy and rotation. At the 
end of the day it is a good thing for the rider 
that everybody is working towards the same 
goal. 

It is such a huge market and there is such a 
huge amount of choice for the consumer. Your 
ODS system must be a valuable flag to wave 
to get some attention? 

It really is. I don’t think there has been too 
much awareness of brain injury and concus¬ 
sion; it is just something that’s been looked 
past. In the United States right now with 
American Football, hockey and even soccer 
the subject is getting a lot of media attention. 
Repetitive low impact is a hot topic and inter¬ 


est in protecting the athlete is paramount. 

I’m proud to be the leader in that area of the 
market and where we have brought something 
new and forced the other guys to get busy on 
their own stuff. 

Is there something that has frustrated you 
about the whole project and adventure? 

I think the most frustrating thing is the criti¬ 
cism of the price of the helmet...and people 
don’t understand the reasoning behind that. 

I guess, first of all, they haven’t heard of 6D 
and then are wondering ‘why pay 745 dollars 
when I can buy a Shoei or Bell for less?’ It just 
comes back to everything that it took to devel¬ 
op this project since day one: the engineering, 
patent process, the production line, the tool¬ 
ing...Our helmet takes a lot longer to manu¬ 
facture because the EPS liner assembly is a 
whole different process. That’s the frustrating 
part I guess. Dealing with a factory in Asia and 
starting up in Europe, well, those are just parts 
of doing business and today it is easier than 
ever thanks to the internet. It is easier to have 
a meeting today than it was ten years ago. De¬ 
velopment is also more rapid and you cannot 
just sit back on your laurels with something 
you achieved two years ago. You have to keep 
pushing and looking for better. It is an educa¬ 
tion procedure but I’m proud of the fact that 
the helmet is doing well in the market place 
and we have hundreds of testimonials where 
people have crashed and come out OK. Of 
course there are concussions and nobody can 
promise [a solution] against that. It is amaz¬ 
ing what we are doing on dirt bikes these days 
and when it can go bad then it can go bad. Our 
job as helmet developers is to build the safest 
product that we can. There are less people rid¬ 
ing dirt bikes now and less young people get¬ 
ting into it than perhaps in the past and what 
we need to do is to try and help reinvigorate 
that and I think the safety side of the equation 
plays a part. I don’t think parents want to sub¬ 
ject their children to a risky sport like this. 
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WHAT IS ODS? 

ODS stands for Omni Directional Suspension 
and 6D define it thus: ‘a fully active, in-helmet 
suspension and kinetic energy management 
system’. In layman’s terms it works through a 
series of dampers providing suspension be¬ 
tween two liners in the helmet. The intended 
and desired effect is to offer better perfor¬ 
mance against impact and to reduce accelera¬ 
tion; factors that ultimately lead to concussion 
or brain injury. The technology has allegedly 
tested well in terms of reducing energy that is 
transferred to the head in the event of a crash 
and the design of the dampers - with the 
cup/'hourglass’ form - is one of the key ele¬ 
ments. Check out the videos for a more graph¬ 
ic explanation. 
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6D HELMETS 


So what are the short and mid-term goals 
now? What’s your vision? 

We’re wrapping up 2014 by introducing our 
mountain bike helmet both for downhill and a 
version for BMX. We have our street helmet in 
development - which is about half way through 

- and we’re working hard on that. There is 
some evolution of the current [off-road] helmet 
for next year’s collection...so we are just con¬ 
tinuing to work hard on our product and grow 
our company. Start-ups are hard, particularly 
in an economy where there are some really big 
players. You are fighting for your place in the 
market and for that I’m thankful to our excit¬ 
ing technology that is enabling us to do OK. 

We came back from Loretta Lynn’s this sum¬ 
mer and we surveyed about half of the classes 
there and we had about 20% of the riders in 
the gate. That was really exciting because we 
really have not done too much from a sponsor¬ 
ship perspective because we haven’t had the 
resources. We run a ‘Flight Crew’ programme 
through our dealers and then the Geico [Hon¬ 
da] guys but that’s about it. So to see that kind 
of penetration at the top amateur race in the 
country was great. The Youth helmet - which 
has all the same technology as the larger 
brother but just in a smaller shell and adapted 
to the younger rider - was our second product 
and came out this summer. 

What’s happening with the street lid then 
because that is obviously another segment? 
Does it mean a different approach? 

It does to the degree that the design in-house 

- the CAD development - and the whole ap¬ 
proach to the shield and visor has to be just 
right. A street helmet needs more dynamics in 
order for it to be an accepted product in the 
market place. In motocross you know you are 
going to fall off and perhaps most times you 
know you are going to get back up and carry 
on. On the street side it is a bit of a different 
equation. You are buying that helmet for may¬ 
be the one time you’ll have an accident and 
safety is obviously paramount in that situation. 
We have worked very hard to make sure we 
have a good design, that we have an evolution 


with the technology, that the visor is correct 
and the look is suitable. It has been a long 
road and we’ve had our little challenges but 
we’re getting there and it should be ready for 
the market late next year. 

Having ploughed so much into a 6D helmet 
and the concept can it also be infuriating that 
the market might not respond because of the 
colour or the livery? 

A good question. I think back to when I first 
saw the KTM Super Duke ten years ago or 
whatever it was with all those sharp, edgy 
lines. I thought ‘wow, that thing is really 
different...I’m not sure I like it’. When I look 
at those bikes today they have evolved but 
they’ve kept that edge and is it is just an un¬ 
believably cool motorcycle. [It is] The same a 
little bit with our helmet. In the early days we 
had some criticism online and people beat us 
up. I know there were things that we rushed; 
graphic development had to go really fast. It 
was what it was. We had to get the helmet 
out there and the company going. I don’t hear 
any of those comments anymore. Initially it 
was hurtful. I was going ‘gosh, is it really that 
bad?!’ It is certainly subjective...and I think it 
is also influenced by the success of the brand. 
Eli [Tomac, AMA Champion] in particular loves 
the helmet and at the end of last year he could 
have gone anywhere when his contract finished 
and he certainly had some great offers from 
other brands but he elected to stay and that 
was a really strong statement for our brand 
and the technology. He said he had crashed 
hard a few times - one just before the last su¬ 
percross season at his home track in Colorado. 
He told me he was blitzing the whoops, fourth 
gear wide open, dropped the front and went 
over the bars. He said “dude, I love your hel¬ 
met. I went down so hard and saw a few stars 
but no KO or anything’’. Coming back to the 
design though, we wanted a smooth helmet 
without any rough edges that might catch on 
the ground and incite rotation. It means a very 
round shell but in today’s market that is not 
going to sell. 



IT’S ABOUT TIME. 

- STEFAN EVERTS 

10X MX WORLD CHAMPION 


Time is the single most beneficial component of reducing the severity and magnitude of any impact. 6D’s™ exclusive C 
adds time and reduces energy transfer to the brain by providing 3-dimensional displacement of the inner EPS. No othf 
It's that simple. Learn more at BDhelmets.com 
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NOT JUST THE HOCKEY... 


By Steve Matthes 

would think that a lot of you reading this know 
that I’m Canadian and pretty proud of that 
fact. Although I’ve almost lived in the USA as 
long as I did Canada and am going for my USA 
citizenship here shortly, I still have my maple 
leaf roots and I think, and hope, that I always 
will. 

As a country, when it comes to motocross, we’ve 
forever been the coyote, and motocross has 
been the anvil; forever crushing us just when 
it seemed things were going well. I’m used to 
it now...and half expect it. Just last month our 
Canadian 450MX champion Colton Facciotti was 
given a shot at an AMA national with the Troy 
Lee Designs team. We - and by “we” I mean all 
of Canadian moto fans - just KNEW that Colton 
would show everyone what Canada can do. 

Bang goes the anvil as Facciotti went down 
in the first turn and although he rode great to 
come from way back, he bruised a lung and 
racked himself up so badly that there was no 
second moto for him. See what I mean? I could 
go on and on with examples but this is a posi¬ 
tive column dammit! 

Here are a couple of things that have happened 
in the last month or so to give me some (the 
key word - SOME) hope that Canadian moto¬ 
cross could perhaps be trending up. 


The 68th annual Olympics of Motocross AKA 
the Motocross des Nations happened over in 
Latvia about a month ago or so and no Team 
Canada didn’t set a personal best finish over 
there but it was still a positive effort for every¬ 
one. Team riders Facciotti, Tyler Medaglia and 
Kaven Benoit had some crashes, some DNF’s 
and finished 17th overall out of 20 teams that 
made the A final. Not great but the whole situ¬ 
ation made a step forward in terms of effort 
made and team funding. 

Ryan Gauld took over team management reigns 
this year and with the help of outgoing manager 
Carl Bastedo put together a pretty good pro¬ 
gram for our riders. So many times in the past 
our athletes would head over to this race ill-pre¬ 
pared in terms of borrowing bikes, being short 
on staff, spending a lot of their own money to 
be there and our results suffered. So while the 
finish on paper isn’t awesome the team easily 
made it into the A Main (something they haven’t 
always been able to do) and the team funding 
was perhaps better than ever. 

It’s going to be tough for Team Canada to ever 
break the top ten at this race but the step for¬ 
ward that happened this year can only help our 
great country to achieve that goal. 




Gauld’s got the passion, he raised a lot of funds 
to help with the team and he cuts through some 
of the political B.S. that has held this effort back 
in the past. 

One thing that I think our riders need to do is 
venture outside of the CMRC 10-race pro nation¬ 
al series and race more in the USA or overseas. 
Although they all denied it there’s no doubting 
that they seemed to be a bit nervous out there 
against the world’s best. Facciotti stalling his 
bike off the line in the first moto is, to me any¬ 
way, proof of this. Our Pros need to be content 
with more than just making a little bit of money 
and being local heroes, it’s good to go outside 
your comfort zone, maybe get beat but learn. 

I was in Latvia and liked what I saw. Let’s hope 
this program keeps getting better and better and 
soon we can represent at this event the way that 
I know we really can. 

Something else to be excited about in terms 
of Canadian motocross is the upcoming crop 
of fast kids. From Casey Keast of BC and Tan¬ 
ner Ward of Ontario being selected to race 
their Super-Mini’s at the Monster Energy Cup 
to Preston Masciangelo of Ontario winning the 
KTM Junior Challenge at the same race to Jacob 


Piccolo’s podium at Loretta Lynn’s Amateur 
National Championship- it appears that there is 
something in the water as Canada is producing 
some top end talented kids. 

Although no one knows if any of the four young¬ 
sters I just mentioned will go on to become our 
next Colton Facciotti it does bode well for the 
future. We’ve hit a little bit of a lull in Canadian 
moto in terms of up and coming kids that are 
on the right track. Cole Thompson certainly ap¬ 
pears to be able to get the country of Canada 
back into the spotlight like Ross Pederson and 
Jean Sebastian Roy have but he’s been a little 
sidetracked with injuries. 

Keast, Ward, Masciangelo and Piccolo have all 
made it onto a very elite stage where they’re be¬ 
ing challenged by some of the best that America 
has to offer and by the looks of it, they’re hold¬ 
ing their own. As I said it’s a long way from here 
to being the next great Canadian pro moto- 
crosser but it’s still pretty cool for these riders 
and their family. Hopefully they stay on track, 
get some breaks and we’ll be writing more about 
them in the future. 


Products 


tuff JUGS 

In the UK Apico are apparently raving about 
Tuff Jugs. An unlikely name perhaps but it 
is fast becoming the popular option for UK 
riders to carry their fuel around thanks to 
advantages like the ergonomic handle, non¬ 
slip base, OEM synced colours (so red, blue, 
orange and white - no green?) and 10 and 
20 litre sizes. One of main calling cards is 
the ripper cap system. The promo text states 
that it ‘is a self-regulating option, allowing 
20 litres of fuel to be dumped no hassle, no 
spillage, in 45 seconds from a 20 litre con¬ 
tainer. Just lift the can, turn upside down 
and place firmly into the petrol tank. Pushing 
the Tuff Jug down opens the caps outlet and 
the internally fitted ventilation tube works in 
conjunction with the ripper cap to quickly and 
efficiently fill your petrol tank. The universal 
seal prevents spillage and Tuff Jug will auto¬ 
matically shut off once the tank is full.’ To see 
more click on the link: 


www.apico.co.uk/great-set-of-jugs-10l-20l/ 
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A look at Fly’s Evolution 2.0 Spike racewear for 
2015. Some pretty bold designs brings the brand 
right into the ‘here and now’. The launch this 
summer had some of the company’s premium 
U.S. athletes like Trey Canard, Andrew Short and 
Jimmy Albertson talking about the progression 
of the material as well as the strength and light¬ 
weight feeling. 

We approve of the colouring - it doesn’t make 
you feel like a citrus fruit on the bike - and also 
attention that seems to have been made to the 
fit. The pants boast the fastest buckle system 
(patent pending) ever seen in MX, a (curiously) 
magnetic fly closure and Kevlar weaved into the 
heat resistant areas. 

Overall it looks like a lot of thought and experi¬ 
ence has gone into the gear. There are nine other 
variations and different lines on the Fly website. 
The quest now for fans outside the USA is to 
track down the stuff in their respective countries 
and the site helps with this also. UK riders can 
try via RaceFX: www.racefxb2b.com/fly-evolu- 
tion/ 


FLY 


www.flyracing.com/fly/moto/racewear/gear-lines 
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